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Within Chile is the driest desert in the world, the highest mountain range in the hemisphere,

temperate rainforests, and a piece of Antarctica. In all these areas Chileans have created unique

communities and, together, a vibrant nation. Chile's history mirrors its geographic variety. From its

pre-colonial period, to its days as a Spanish colony, through its many independent governments,

Chile has long been a land of crises and controversy. Beginning with a survey of the land, people,

and current government of Chile, the book traces the chronological story of the country. Ten

chapters follow the details of Chilean history from the indigenous peoples to the democratic

transition after the Pinochet dictatorship. This is the perfect starting point for students and travelers

interested in the history and people of Chile.
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"[A]dmirably clear."-The British Bulletin of Publications on Latin America, the Caribbean, Portugal

and Spain"This history includes much solid information in a readable form."-Multicultural Review"[A]

useful volume which will prove interesting and readable to its intended audience, and will provide

some new information on a somewhat neglected and at times misunderstood country, especially in

the last few tragic decades of the twentieth century."-Bulletin of Spanish Studies"Ã•AÂ¨dmirably

clear."-The British Bulletin of Publications on Latin America, the Caribbean, Portugal and

Spain"Ã•AÂ¨ useful volume which will prove interesting and readable to its intended audience, and

will provide some new information on a somewhat neglected and at times misunderstood country,



especially in the last few tragic decades of the twentieth century."-Bulletin of Spanish

Studies?[A]dmirably clear.??The British Bulletin of Publications on Latin America, the Caribbean,

Portugal and Spain?[A]dmirably clear.?-The British Bulletin of Publications on Latin America, the

Caribbean, Portugal and Spain?[A]dmirably clear.?- The British Bulletin of Publications on Latin

America, the Caribbean, Portugal and Spain?This history includes much solid information in a

readable form.?-Multicultural Review?[A] useful volume which will prove interesting and readable to

its intended audience, and will provide some new information on a somewhat neglected and at

times misunderstood country, especially in the last few tragic decades of the twentieth

century.?-Bulletin of Spanish Studies --This text refers to the Digital edition.

John L. Rector is professor of history at Western Oregon University and has been a consultant to

various travel guides on Chile.

This is a concise, well-written and comprehensive history of Chile, one of the America's oldest

democracies until the 1973 military coup. It provides an interesting overview of the country's

complex history. In the account of the country's return to democracy following the 1973 coup, it

presents a fair, balanced treatment.

From the title of the book,I expected a general history of Chile, but this is mainly an economic

history. If the title had reflected this, I should not have been disappointed, but there is too little about

politics, culture, religion, philosophy, art, daily life of the people, racial conflicts, etc. If one desires to

know all!!?? there is to know about mining, trade, agriculture and people promoting these activities,

the book is good enough; but this was not what I expected from the title of the book.
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